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FIRST MIDTERM EXAMINATION

STD - 9 ENGLISH Time : 45 min
Marks : 25

Read the extract from the passage “The Race” and answer

the questions below:-

However, he was blessed with the strength of a great athlete;  he

was an excellent runner. He would run for hours be it day  or night.

Whenever he felt sad and lonely, he exhausted himself  by running,

thus releasing all his pent-up emotions. At times  he would miss his

school bus and would then run to the school,  which was five miles

away from his home! He just had one  dream — to become the

fastest runner in the world. Tarun did  not know how to achieve his

dream. On one hand, his parents  hated his running and wanted

him to concentrate more on his studies, which he never did. On the

other hand, he belonged  to a middle class family, and Tarun knew

that to achieve his  dream, he needed an intensive training, the

amount for which  was well beyond his family’s reach.

1. Tarun was blessed with two qualities for a good athlete. What
are they? 1

2. How did Tarun release his pent-up emotions?  1

3. “He just had one  dream.” What was the dream? 1

4. What did his parents want Tarun to do? 1

5. What blocked Tarun in achieving his dream? 1

Read the lines taken from the poem  “Twice  A week the winter

thorough” and answer the questions below:-

Twice a week the winter thorough
Here stood I to keep the goal:
Football then was fighting sorrow
For the young man’s soul.
Now in May time to the wicket
Out I march with bat and pad:

1 2

See the son of grief at cricket
Trying to be glad.

6. How often does the speaker play football during winter? 1

7. ”here stood I to keep the goal” can be written as “I stood here to
keep the goal”. What difference do you notice between these
sentences? 1

8. What does he do in May time? 1

9. Pick out two pairs of rhyming words form the above lines. 1

Questions 10-12 Answer any two of the following. Each
carry 5 mark 2 × 5 = 10

10. There is a Sun to brighten every moon. How far was Ajit,
Sachin’s brother  the sun that brightened Sachin Tendulkar?
Prepare a short write up  Ajit Tendulkar’s role in bringing
up Sachin?

11. Work hard in silence; let the work make noise. How far it is true
with the greatest player Sachin Tendulkar?

12. The story ‘The race’ gives us valuable lessons about life. Do
you agree? Explain.

13. Read the dialogue given below and complete it suitably. 4

Ram Narayan:  Every one appreciates your valour.
Tarun : I  .... a ....
Ram Narayan : You .... b ....
Tarun : Thank you, Sir
Ram Narayan : we will start the training if .... c ....
Tarun : It’s so kind of you, Sir
Ram Narayan : You had .... d ....
Tarun : Sure Sir.

14. Fill in the blanks using the words given below. ½ × 4 = 2

(that, in, for, to, the)

I was then studying .... a .... the New English school, Mumbai.But
my bother Ajit knew .... b .... compared  to other school in
Mumbai. Shardashram vidyamandir where Ramkant Achrekar
Sir was .... c .... cricket  coach, gave due importance .... d ....
the game of cricket.
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Read the extract from the passage “The Race “ and answer
the questions below:-

It was a day he wanted to erase from his life and so he took to
running. He ran all around the park. The sun beat down to check
his rage but nothing could stop Tarun. After about an  hour, he was
fully exhausted and his fury having subsided, he  threw himself on
a bench and started to pant.

Suddenly he heard a voice. “What is it, son?”

Tarun looked to his left and there sat a man of about sixty.

“I failed in two subjects,” Tarun replied in a depressing tone.

The man smiled sympathetically and said, “Life is full of  ups and
downs, boy. By the way, I am Ram Narayan, and you  are one of the
best runners I have ever seen.”

“Ram Narayan? Raaaa...m.. Narayan! Are you the same Ram
Narayan who won an Olympic medal in the 400-metre race in the
1960s?” Tarun could not hide his excitement

1. Why did Tarun want to wipe away that day from his life? 1

2. Whom did Tarun happen to meet in his state of depression?
How did that person console him? 1

3. “Life is full of ups and downs” Explain. 1

4. There are two words that mean “anger” in the above extract.
Trace them and write. 1

5. “I failed in two subjects,” Tarun replied in a depressing tone.
Report the given sentence. 1

6. Read the lines taken from the poem  “Twice  A week the

winter thorough” and prepare a note of appreciation. 4

Now in May time to the wicket
Out I march with bat and pad:

See the son of grief at cricket
Trying to be glad.
Try I will; no harm in trying:
Wonder ’tis how little mirth

Keeps the bones of man from lying

On the bed of earth.

Questions 7-9  Answer any two of the following. Each carry
5 mark 2 × 5 = 10

7. Sachin Tendulkar describes his efforts to become a cricketer
in “Learning the Game”. As a news reporter you happened to
watch the practice sessions of Sachin. Prepare the news
report.

8. What were the obstacles before Tarun in pursuing his dream?
Give some suggestions to solve these.

9. You got inspired after reading the story lesson ‘Learning the
Game’. Prepare a review of the lesson.

10. Complete the conversation suitably. 4

Ram Narayan : .............?(a)
Tarun : Yes sir I have practised well.
Ram Narayan : I think now you will win............?(b)
Tarun : I need your blessing sir.
Ram narayan : If you practise regularly...........(c)
Tarun : I know that.
Ram Narayan : Do you have your participation card with you?
Tarun : Yes I have
Ram Narayan : Don’t loose it. You had better ........ (d)
Tarun : Sure sir.

11. Fill in the blanks choosing from the phrasal verbs given
in the bracket. ½ × 4 = 2

(set out, put on, put across, come across, keep on)

Sachi  .... a .... his new jersy and  .... b .... to the cricket  stadium.
On the way he  .... c .... his friend Vinod who  .... d .... to him that

the match has bee postponed.


