
UNIT  TEST - 1

Class IX ENGLISH LITERATURE Time : 1 hr

Marks : 30

SET  A

SECTION - A - READING

1. Read the given passage and answer the following questions briefly.

Paderewsky was a rich man gifted with an ear for music. With his aptitude and with the help

of tutors, in time, he became a great musician. He was a wizard with the violin. People

thronged to hear his recitals, critics acknowledged him as a master violinist. He accepted

the laurels heaped on him because he knew and realized the power of his music. Alas,

success had made him proud. He felt that he was the only musician who could translate any

emotion or render any tune on his violin. One day, while out on a morning walk in the woods

he sat on a stone to admire nature. He felt that nature was all set to teach him a new tune of

divine joy. The wind caused a gentle rustle of leaves and it seemed like the opening bars of

a symphony. A few twigs fell, striking a strong note. There was a pause - a hush. Then a tiny

sparrow started trilling a sweet song of gratitude to its maker, lifting its heart to heaven. The

music of the swaying flowers and the enchanting song of the unassuming singer lulled and

soothed the musician. It stirred the innermost recesses of his heart. He knew that he must

render the same piece of music on his violin. The song ended and the bird flew away.

The musician jumped up, elated. He rushed home excited. What a great tune nature had

presented to him. He would render it on his violin for his performance that very evening.

Evening came and the music hall was packed. Paderewsky went on stage and bowed to the

audience. The accompanist played the opening bars. People waited with bated breath to

catch the first notes of the great master. The artist smiled loftily and drew his bow lightly

across the strings. But something unexpected had happened. He had forgotten the song of

the bird completely. The tune he had heard only that morning had gone out his mind. Irritated,

he tried again but only succeeded in making a few screeching noises. The audience grew

restless. Some even laughed. Paderewsky felt humiliated and angered. He flung the violin, it

smashed against the wall and broke. Paderewsky looked up dejected. The hall was empty.

He had paid a heavy price for his vanity. Tears flowing he realized that even the humble

sparrow was greater than him. The greatness of a person is not measured by the talents he

or she has. It is not measured by the position one holds. It is never measured by the popularity

or clout one has. It is measured by one's humility and good deeds.

a) What did Paderewsky assume as a result of his pride? 1

b)  What were the two things that lulled and soothed the musician ? 1

c) How is a person’s greatness measured? 2

d) Why did Paderewsky feel humiliated and angered? 2

e) Find out a word from a passage which means same as following. 1

a) Depressed ( Para 2)

b) Display (para 1)

SECTION - B - WRITING & GRAMMAR

2. One of your family members fell sick and is admitted in a hospital for treatment. You made

up your mind to know the state of the patient and visit the hospital. Your experience there

was very shocking when you saw the poor plight of the patients and infrastructure. Describe

your visit to the hospital in about 100 words.  6
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OR

You recently attended a summer vacation camp organised by Excellent Academy Banglore.

Write your experience in the form of a dairy.

3. Choose the best word from the given options to complete the following passage:

4 × ½ = 2

Education is .....(i)..... process of facilitating learning .....(ii)..... the acquisition of knowledge,

skills, values, beliefs and habits. .....(iii) ..... enables people to know the world beyond their

own surroundings .....(iv)..... transforms them to become rationalist and humanist in outlook

and world view.

i) a) a b) on c) an d) the

ii) a) or b) of c) from d) to

iii) a) that b) all c) it d) the

iv) a) and b) with c) to d) from

SECTION - C - LITERATURE

4. Read any one of the following extract and answer the questions. 4 × 1 = 4

A. The mechanical teacher had been giving her test after test in geography and she had

been doing worse and worse until her mother had shaken her head sorrowfully and sent

for the County Inspector.

a) Who is the mechanical teacher?

b) "She had been doing worse and worse" who?

c) In which subject the girl is weak?

d) What method did the mechanical teacher do to improve her?

OR

B. “Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.”

a) Give the antonym for the word. ‘leads’.

b) What had the poet kept for another day?

c) What is the doubt in the poet’s mind?

d) Who is ‘I’ in the stanza?

5. Answer any three of the following questions in 30 - 40 words. 3 × 2 = 6

a) Margie was disappointed. Why was Margie disappointed?

b) What happened when Evelyn Glennie was eleven years old?

c) What was the condition of the two roads?

d) What was the over whelming desires the child when he saw the balloons?

e) How did Toto almost boil himself alive while taking bath?

6. Answer any one of the following questions in 100 - 120 words. 5

i) How did the child lose his parents? How have his anxiety and insecurity been described?

ii) Explain the achievements of Bismillah Khan as a Shehnai Maestro.
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UNIT  TEST - 1

Class IX ENGLISH LITERATURE Time : 1 hr

Marks : 30

SET  B

SECTION - A - READING

1. Read the given passage and answer the following questions briefly.

Who climbed Mount Everest first? Edmund Hillary and Tensing Norgay set foot on the highest

peak in the world in 1953, the year of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. But there is

another school of thought, a more passionate one that gives the credit for the mountaineering

feat to a team of two young daring Britons, George Leigh Mallory and Andrew Irving. They

were supposed to have reached the summit of the Everest on 8 June 1924, more than three

decades before Hillary and Norgay reached the base of the mountain. There is only one

problem with this theory: neither Mallory nor Irving lived to tell the tale of their success on the

treacherous mountain. They disappeared somewhere close to the summit, some say only

180 metres from the bald patch of snow and ice, an uninspiring feature closer to the heavens

than any other point in the world, which has attracted numerous intrepid souls across the

world for decades. Therein hangs one of the most enduring mysteries of the mountaineering

world by all accounts. Mallory and Irving were the unlikeliest of men to become partners in

an adventure like an Everest expedition. Mallory was an experienced mountaineer, having

honed his skills in the Alps and other European mountains. Irving was younger to him and

inexperienced. When they met, Everest was talked about in hushed tones in pubs where

mountaineers often gathered to wind down and exchange stories. It was in a distant world.

Nothing much was known about it except that the locals called it Sagarmatha and worshipped

it as the holy seat of the Mother Goddess. What intrigued the mountaineers most was the

British Surveyor General, George Everest, calling it, in the 19 century, the highest mountain

in the world. Until then, Europeans had never imagined there could be mountains higher

than the Alps.

The legend of the Everest was born thus. It fired the imagination of mountaineers of the

world over. Mallory and Irving were just two of them who set forth for the distant mountain.

The news of their success in opening the route across some of the most treacherous portions

of the Everest route excited the mountaineering world to no end. It was the first time anyone

had climbed to such heights. Even before dawn  broke on 8 June 1924, Mallory and Irving

began their journey to the summit. They were last seen then. Many said they fell to God's

wrath having defiled the holy seat of the Mother Goddess. Some said it was Irving's

inexperience which caused the tragedy. There were talks of the Yeti killing them. And yet

there were others who argued that the duo never went anywhere near the summit and that it

was all part of an imperialist conspiracy. Two years ago, American guide Eric Simonson

found Mallory's frozen body some 180 metres from the summit and set at rest all such

speculations. This year, he is planning another expedition to recover the remains of Irving.

But he has run into stiff oppositions from Irving's family which wants their hero to remain in

the shadow of summit which, even in the day of space exploration, remains an enduring

symbol of adventure and discovery.

a) Where did  Mallory and Irving disappear? 1

b) Write some theories related to disappearance of  Mallory and Irving. 2

c) For what did Mallory and Irving  were credited? 1

d) Why did Irving family oppose Eric Simson’s plan of recovering Irving’s remains? 2

e) Which of the following is antonym of the word ‘sacred’ given in para 1? ½

a) Divine b) holy c) honed d) cursed
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f) Find out a synonym of the word  ‘treacherous’ in para 2. ½

a) Unfaithful b) dangerous c) false hearted d) safe

SECTION - B - WRITING AND  GRAMMAR

2. You have travelled for the first time in  metro train and that too alone. Write a dairy entry

describing your experience . 6

OR

Your teacher has assigned you a project on Child Labour You interviewed a child of a slum

near your locality and was greatly moved to see her/ his interest to study in spite of his / her

poor plight. Write a diary entry sharing your thoughts, emotions about the child in about 100

words.

3. There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction in the

answer sheet as given below. Answer any four. 4 × ½ = 2

Incorrect Correct

Seemapuri is the slum located eg: the a

on the periphery at Delhi. Most (a) ........... ...........

of the resident of Seemapuri consist (b) ........... ...........

of people who is refugees from (c) ........... ...........

Bangladesh. The area consist of mud (d) ........... ...........

structures, with roofs of tin and tarpaulin. (e) ........... ...........

SECTION - C - LITERATURE

4. Read the following extract and answer the questions. 4 × 1 = 4

A. “His first trip abroad was to Afghanistan where King Zahir Shah was so taken in by the

maestro that he gifted him priceless Persian carpets and other souvenirs.”

i) Which country was Bismillah Khan’s first trip abroad?

ii) What did Zahir Shah present Bismillah Khan?

iii) Who was the king of Afghanistan?

iv) Find word from the passage which has the same meaning as ‘momento’.

OR

B. “Two roads diverged in yellow wood.

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveller, long I stood

And locked down once as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth”

i) What problems does the poet face?

ii) Where is the poet standing?

iii) What do you think about the mood of the poet?

iv) Find a word from the extract that means ‘separated’.

5. Answer any three of the following questions. 3 × 2 = 6

i) Margie did so with a sigh. What did Margie do with a ‘Sigh’? Why?

ii) “Men with bushy beards give me trouble”, says Evelyn why?

iii) Why does the poet tell his story ‘with a sigh’?

iv) How did the parents behave when the little boy pleaded for the toy?

v) What happened when Toto was sent to the servants quarter? Why?

6. Answer any one of the following questions in 100 - 120 words. 5

i) Toto was a pretty monkey and adventurous by nature? How did Toto amuse himself?

What were his pastimes?

ii) How do Margie and Tommy react to the real book when they find it?
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