
PERIODIC  TEST - 3

Class  X ENGLISH Time  : 3 hrs.

Marks : 80

SECTION - A - READING

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Tackling boredom:

1. A lot of benefits are being stacked up on getting bored! In fact the font of creativity is, it is

being believed, buried some where deep within the idea of boredom. What with the screen

- age filling our minds with soporfic information and games to play, boredom seems to be

kicking out creativity. And yet, is that true? Mary Mann, free lance writer and author of “Yawn

: Adventure in Boredom”, says it is.

2. “Why do we pretend it does not happen?” asks Mann. There is an idea that we should not

be bored and that does not really do anything to help you not be bored. It only makes you

guilty about it. In the process of writing this book, the biggest and the best thing that has

happened is that I have learnt to be more gentle with myself and others who are bored. Like

with kids, I no longer say they can not be getting bored. I say, come let us talk about it...

There is boredom proneness scale which measures how restless you are versus how okay

you are with things... it correlates with depression and with loneliness and also with creativity.

Lots of people have written about creativity... being easily bored helps you figure out different

things to do to help yourself not to be bored.”

3. Mann agrees this is an upside to boredom... “but there are different problems that people

have. A lot of us have a ton of media at our fingertips to distract us from getting bored.

There are lot of people with the opposite problem they can not afford it... they are really

bored.” The latter kind of situation is something parents face often, though in this case it is

not always because of affordability but the question of how long can kids watch the screen.

4. With the summer holidays just over, parents are all too familiar with the “I am bored” syndrome.

Mann quotes a parent as saying, “My kid will definitly be bored  if I do not sign him up for a

couple of things”. To have tight schedule for kids or allow them to watch the screen are

always of escaping from becoming their “entertainer”.

5. Busy boredom : Here Mann introduces a new idea. “Parents are also people too, they are

getting bored sometime. Parents face busy boredom. They are doing lots and lots of things...

working for the children but are themselves feeling listless for they feel they are not engaging

themselves in an interesting manner.”

6. The weariness of chores, how repetitive tasks may make you want to scream inwardly!

Mann points out the obvious - different things engage different people; different people get

bored with different things. Her suggestion on how to deal with boring people, is boring.

She, however, says many people worry that they are boring the other ... and so many self -

help tips on how to get more interesting are in the market!

7. Boredom could be the source of creativity. And the ennul of chores is better termed, “busy

boredom”.

1. 1. Attempt any 8 of the following questions on the basis of the passage you have read.

a) Where do you really find creativity buried in? 8 × 1 = 8

b) What change does the writing of the book “Yawn: Adventures in Boredom” bring in its

author?
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c) What does boredom proneness scale measure?

d) How do we become creative when we are bored?

e) How do parents escape from entertaining their kids?

f) How do parents get bored?

g) Why does Mann say that different people get bored with different things?

h) According to Mann, what is boring to her?

i) What does the author call “busy boredom”?

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.

The Indian miniature paintings have always piqued global interest. This time, Delhi’s National

Museum has lent 101 such paintings from its collection to the National Gallery of Australia,

Canberra, for a month long exhibition. Called “Ram Katha”, the collection chronologically captures

the story of the Ramayana.

The paintings done between the 17th and 19th century by artists from various schools of art in

India, are themed on Lord Ram’s life. “The Ramayana, composed by Valmiki in Sanskrit is

believed to be the first known narrative of Indian literature. The paintings based on Ram Katha

come from north, central and the east of India,” says Vijay Kumar Mathur, the curator of the

exhibition. It took him four months to curate the display from the museum’s collection of 500 odd

miniature paintings depicting the Ramayana.

The exhibits represent a matured movement in miniature art wherein the spirit of Ramayana has

been researched upon and visualized in colours. “While this will be a treat for Indian spectators

in Australia, it will also be a special way to introduce Indian culture among the Australian citizens,”

says Mathur. Starting on May 22, the exhibition will kick off the Festival of India in Australia. All

major styles of Pahari paintings (Basholi, Chamba, Kangra and Bilaspur) are on display, while

Rajasthani styles include Mewar, Bundi, Jaipur, Bikaner and Deogarh. There are representations

from central Indian styles of Malwa, Orchha, Datia and Rahogarh, besides specimens of Mughal

style from Bundelkhand, Deccani and Bijapur and classical folk styles of Kalighat are also on

display. Most of these styles originated between the 15th and 19th century. Some of the noteworthy

works include The Portrait of Ram, (Basholi style, Pahari, 1730); Ram breaks Shiva’s bow in the

court of King Janaka (Provincial Mughal style, Orchha, Bundelkhand, early 17th century); Wedding

of Ram and Sita  (Mandi style, mid 18th century); Ram, Lakshman and the golden deer (Kalighat

style, Bengal, late 19th century); and Hanuman with Dronagiri mountain (Rahogarh style, Central

India, late 18th century). The “Ram Katha” exhibition was first held at the National Museum in

2013. The same year it travelled to the Royal Museum of Art and History in Brussels, where it

was on display for six months.

2.1. Answer the following in 30-40 words. 8 × 1 = 8

a) The Ramayana is believed to be ...........

b) It took Vijay Kumar Mathur .......... to curate the display from the museum’s collection

c) The exhibits represent a ........... in miniature art

d) Such exhibitions will be a special way to introduce ..............

e) Most of the styles  being exhibited originated between ..........

f) The style of Ram breaking Shiva’s bow in the court of King Janak is .......

g) Rahogarh style from central India can be seen in ..........

h) Find the word in Para - 1 which is the synonym of  ‘small’.
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SECTION - B - WRITING & GRAMMAR

3. You are Sumod Chopra of 15B, Aroma Gardens, Mumbai. Most of the roads in your locality do

not have a footpath for the pedestrians. Write a letter to the editor of a National daily regarding

this because at time the speeding vehicles knock-down the pedestrians. 8

OR

You are a member of the Child Welfare Association of the state. Write a letter to the editor of a

daily about the increasing number of crimes committed by teenagers. Sign yourself as Aswin /

Aswathy.

4. Write a short story in about 200-250 words, making use of any one of the cues given

below. 10

It was about 4 O’ clock in the afternoon, returning home from school with my friends Arun, Hari

and Ashish.....

OR

The day was hectic. I had an early dinner and I hurried to my bedroom. While closing the window

I happened to look down the street.....

5. Fill in any four of the blanks. Choosing the most appropriate option from the ones given

below. Write the answers in your answersheet against the correct question numbers.

A. “I was born .................. a middle class family in the town of Rameswaram 4 × 1 = 4

B. My father ....................... neither much formed education nor wealth

C. He possessed great innate wisdom and a true generosity ........... spirit

D. He had an ideal help mate .............. my mother.

E. I do not recall the exact number of people she ........... everyday.

A. i) to ii) into iii) around iv) in a

B. i) was ii) possess iii) have iv) had

C. i) of ii) in iii) for iv) or

D. i) of ii) in iii) about iv) on

E. i) had fed ii) have fed iii) fed iv) was fed

6. The given passage has not been edited. There is an error in each of the lines indicated.

Identify the error and write its correction against the correct question numbers in

your answer sheet. The first one has been done as an example. 4 × 1 = 4

Error Correction

Albert Einstein is not a bad pupil Eg : is was

He went to high school at Munich, a) ............... ...............

Where Eintein’s family moved to when b) ............... ...............

he was 15 months old and score c) ............... ...............

good marks in almost each subject d) ............... ...............

7. Rearrange the given word clusters to make meaningful sentences       4 × 1 = 4

a) forested / bears / areas / the / inhabit / sloth

b) shaggy / muzzles / and / they / hair / long / very / have /

c) go / they / which / into / with / the / lips / can / their / form / deep / can / tube / ground / a

d) food / termites / their / is / main
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SECTION - C - LITERATURE & LONG READING TEXT

8. Read  the extract and  answer the questions that follow. 4 × 1 = 4

A. “A snake came to my water - trough

On a hot, hot day, and in Pyjamas for the heat,

To drink there.

In the deep, strange - scented shade of a great dark Carol tree”.

a) Where did the snake come to?

b) Why did the snake come there?

c) Why was the narrator in Pyjamas?

d) Why was the place strange - scented?

OR

B. “If you have tears, prepare to shed them now.

You all know this mantle : I remember

The first time ever Caesar put it on:

It was on a summer’s evening, in his tent”.

a) Who is the speaker and who is being addressed here?

b) What is the context in which the speaker speaks so?

c) What does ‘this mantle’ refer to?

d) Where did Caesar first put on his mantle for the first time and when?

9. Answer any four of the questions in about 30-40 words. 4 × 2 = 8

a) Give  a brief description of the statue of Ozymandias

b) Why was Patol Babu standing outside Faraday House and why was he nervous?

c) How did Michael come in contact with Sebastian in the story “Virtually True”?

d) Who is “One of the three” in the “Rime of the Ancient Mariner” and what does the Mariner do

to the person?

e) Why does Calpurnia think that “Caesar’s wisdom is consumed in confidence”?

10. Answer any one of the questions in about 100 - 120 words. 8

a) Antony in his speech presents Caesar as “a paragon of virtue and patriotism”. Discuss the

glowing tributes he paid to Caesar in his funeral speech.

b) The Postmaster had also undergone the same experience as that of Coachman Ali and it

helped him to understand the real feelings of a father. In our life also we cannot understand

other’s feelings if we do not undergo the same experience. Explain on the basis of the

lesson “The Letter”.

11. Answer the following in about 200-250 words. 10

A. The Diary of a Young Girl

a) Mention a few of the political happenings in early 1943

b) Anne talks about her dual nature, inward and outward. What did she mean by that?

B. The Story of My Life

a) Describe breifly the teacher student relationship between Helen Keller and Anne

Mansfield Sullivan.

b) How did Mr Anagno’s behaviour towards Helen, after publishing the story, affect her?
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