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 • Nelson Mandela pledged to obey and uphold the constitution. 

 • He pledged to devote himself to the well being of the Republic and its 

people. 

 • He said, today, all of us do confer glory and hope to the newborn liberty 

- to the assembled guests and the watching world. 

 • An extraordinary human disaster lasted for three decades. 

 • After experiencing that disaster a society has been born. 

 • All humanity will be proud of it. 

 • The black people were outlaws til l recently. 

 • Now we have been given the privilege to become the host to the 

nations of the world on our own soil. 

 • We thank all our international guests for having come to attend this 

glorious function with people of our country. 

 • This is a common victory for justice, for peace and for human dignity. 

 • We have achieved our polit ical emancipation. 

 • We pledge ourselves to liberate all our people from the continuing 

bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other 

discrimination. 

 • This beautiful land will never again experience the oppression of one by 

another. 

 • The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement. 

 • Let freedom rule Africa. 

 • A few moments later we all l if ted our eyes in respect.  

 • A spectacular array of South African jets, helicopters and troop carriers 

roared in perfect formation over the Union Buildings. 

 • It was a display of pinpoint precision and military force. 

 • It was also a demonstration of the military’s loyalty to democracy. 

 • It was a loyalty to a new government that had been freely and fairly 

elected. 

 • Only moments before, the highest generals of the South African 

defence force and police saluted me and pledged their loyalty. 
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 • They had their chests bedecked with ribbons and medals they had 

received.  

 • Some years ago If they had seen me, they would not have saluted but 

arrested me. 

 • Finally a chevron of Impala jets left a smoke trail of the black, red, 

green, blue and gold colour. 

 • It is the colours on the new South African flag. 

 • The day was symbolised by playing our two national anthems. 

 • The two groups did not know the lyrics of the anthem they once 

despised. 

 • They would soon know the words by heart. 

 • I was overwhelmed with a sense of history on that day. 

 • In the first decade of the twentieth century, the white skinned people of 

South Africa erected a system of racial domination against the dark-

skinned people of their own land. 

 • The structure they created formed the basis of one of the harshest 

societies of the world has ever now. 

 • In the last decade of the twentieth century that system had been 

overturned forever. 

 • Rights and freedom for all people have been established regardless of 

the colour of their skin. 

 • Thousands of my people have sacrif iced their lives for the freedom of 

our country. 

 • Their suffering and courage can never be counted or repaid. 

 • I felt that day that I was simply the sum of all those African patriots who 

had gone before me. 

 • That long and noble line ended and now began a new line with me. 

 • I was pained that I was not able to thank them. 

 • I was pained that they were not able to see what changes their 

sacrif ices had brought. 

 • The policy of apartheid created a deep and lasting wounds in (my 

country and my people) South Africa. 
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 • All the leaders will spend many years recovering from that profound 

hurt. 

 • Decades of oppression and brutality had another terrible effect. 

 • Oppression and brutality in South Africa produced great leaders like, 

Oliver Tambos, Walter Sisulus, Chief Luthulis, Yusuf Dadoos, Bram 

Fischers and Robert Sobukwes. 

 • They were man of extra ordinary courage, wisdom and generosity;  

 • It requires such depths of oppression to create such heights of 

character. 

 • My country is rich in minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil. 

 • I have always known that its greatest wealth is its people. 

 • These people are finer and truer than the purest diamonds. 

 • It is from these comrades I learned the meaning of courage. 

 • Time and again, I have seen men and women risk and give their lives 

for  an idea. 

 • I have seen men stand up to attacks and torture without breaking, 

showing a strength and resilience that defies imagination. 

 • I learned that courage was not the absence of fear. 

 • It is the triumph/victory over fear. 

 • The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid. 

 • The brave man is the one who conquers that fear. 

 • No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin. 

 • People must learn to hate. 

 • If they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love. 

 • Love comes more naturally to human heart. 

 • Even in the grimmest times in prison, I would see a glimmer of 

humanity in one of our guards just for a second. 

 • It was enough to reassure me and keep me going. 

 • Man’s goodness is a flame that can be hidden, but never extinguished. 

 • Every man has twin obligations - obligation to his family, to his parents, 

to his wife and children and obligation to his people, his community, his 

country. 
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 • In a civil and humane society, anyone can fulf il these obligations. 

 • In South Africa, it was impossible for a man to fulf il both of these 

obligations. 

 • In South Africa, a coloured who attempted to live as a human being was 

punished and isolated. 

 • In South Africa, a  coloured man who tried to fulf il his duty to his people 

was inevitably ripped from his family. 

 • He and his home was forced to live a life apart. 

 • The coloured people always lived in a twilight where secrecy and 

rebellion was existing. 

 • Mandela did not choose to place his people above his family in the 

beginning. 

 • But when he tried to serve his people, he was prevented from fulf ill ing 

his obligation as a son, a brother, a father and a husband. 

 • Mandela was not born with a hunger to be free. 

 • He was born free, free in every way he could know. 

 • He was free to run in the fields, near my mothers hut. 

 • He was free to swim in the clear stream that f lowed through his village. 

 • He was free to roast meals under the stars and ride. 

 • He was free to ride on the back of slow moving bulls. 

 • Mandela obeyed his father and abided by the customs of his tribe. 

 • So he was not troubled by the laws of man or god. 

 • He began to learn that his boyhood  freedom was an illusion. 

 • He discovered that as a young man his freedom had been taken from 

him. 

 • He began to feel hungry for freedom. 

 • As a student he wanted freedom only for himself, at f irst. 

 • He wanted transitory freedom of being able to stay out at night. 

 • He wanted freedom to read what he wanted and go where he chose. 

 • Later, as a young man in Johannesburg, Mandela yearned for the basic 

and honourable freedoms of achieving his potential. 
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 • He wanted freedom of earning, of marrying and having a family. 

 • He wanted freedom in life not to be obstructed by anyone in a lawful 

life. 

 • Mandela slowly saw that he was not free. 

 • His brothers and sisters also were not free. 

 • He saw that the freedom of every one was curtailed. 

 • So Mandela joined the African National Congress. 

 • Then his hunger for his own freedom became the greater hunger for the 

freedom of his people. 

 • This desire for the freedom of his people to live their life with dignity 

and self respect. 

 • This intense love for freedom animated his life and transformed a 

frightened young man into a bold one. 

 • His love for freedom drove a law-abiding attorney to become a criminal. 

 • His love for freedom changed a family loving husband into a man 

without a home. 

 • His love for freedom forced a life loving man to live like monk. 

 • I am not more virtuous or self-sacrif icing than the next man. 

 • I could not enjoy the poor and limited freedom I was allowed. 

 • When I knew my people were no free in my country. 

 • Freedom is invisible. 

 • The chains on anyone of my people were the chains on me. 

 • I knew that the oppressor must be liberated as surely as the oppressed. 

 • A man who takes away another man’s freedom is a prisoner of hatred. 

 • The oppressor is locked behind the bars of prejudice and narrow 

mindedness by himself. 

 • i am not truly free if I am taking away some one else’s freedom. 

 • Just as I am not free when my freedom is taken from me. 

 • The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity. 
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Poem at a glance 

� The poet has depicted the tiger both in the cage and in its natural habitat. 

� The poet conveys that the tiger is best suited to roam the wild rather than be 

caged in a zoo 

� Animals are more majestic when seen in their natural habitat than enclosed in an 

artificial setting. 

� The tiger is aware of the sights and sounds around the him 

� The tiger’s body and strength are locked up behind the bars of the cage. 

� He strides proudly inside the cage suppressing his anger, while ignoring the visitors 

FACTS AND EVENTS 

  • The tiger walks proudly in his bright stripes. 

  • He can walk only a few steps in his cage. 

  • His soles of his feet have soft velvet like pads. 

  • He walks quietly in anger, as he is not free. 

  • If he was not caught. 

  • He could be moving secretly in the shadows, 

  • He could run smoothly through the long grass 

  • Chasing preys - near water bodies 

  • Where he could watch and catch fleshy deer 

  • He could go around houses snarling, 

  • He could go around houses in search of food, 

  • He could show his white teeth and his sharp claws. 

  • He frightened every one in the village. 

  • But the powerful tiger is shut up in a concrete cell, 

  • His powerful muscle strength is kept behind the bars. 

  • He is proudly walking in the cage at length. 

  • He has no time to look at visitors. 

  • He hears the last voice at night, 

  • The sound of the patrolling cars 

  • Then the tiger looks at the brill iant stars, 

  • With his brilliant eyes. 

 
 



���

�

�� &�'���
�	��
	�����(	�
���$����

�

Part I - His First Flight 

The story is about a young seagull who is afraid to fly. He observes all his siblings 

take their first flight but he cannot get himself to take the plunge. He feels that his 

wings will never support him to fly into the sky and so he hesitates each time he runs 

to the brink of the ledge. However, his mother’s ingenuity, empowers him to soar into 

the boundless skies with the vast expanse of the sea stretched down beneath him. 

The lesson explicitly explains his fears and doubts initially and his exhilarated 

feelings, as he finally soars into the skies with his family beside him. 

 

Part II – Black Aeroplane 

The Black Aeroplane is about a pilot who is flying an old Dakota aeroplane and is 

happy and to be able to be home with his family in time for breakfast. He is flying 

from Paris to London. But suddenly he sees some huge black storm clouds that look 

like black mountains in front of him. He does not have enough fuel to go around the 

clouds. He takes the risk and flies right into it. Suddenly it is pitch dark and 

impossible to see anything. The instruments stop working and he has lost contact 

with Paris Control. Very soon he sees another black aeroplane near him and the pilot 

motions for him to follow and leads the way. Soon he comes out of the clouds and 

sees two long straight lines of lights in front of him and that was a Runway! He looks 

back to thank his friend but cannot see the other plane anywhere. After landing he 

asks the lady at the Control room about the other plane, but she’s surprised and 

says that there were no other plane in the skies that night, and his was the only 

plane flying in the storm. The pilot is puzzled! Who could it have been he wonders. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


