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HOW TO TELL WILD ANIMALS [POEM] 
 

How to tell wild animals is a humorous poem written by Carolyn Wells. In the poem, 

the poet is introducing various wild animals by explaining the characteristics of each 

of them in a very funny way. The poem suggests some dangerous ways to identify 

wild animals. She has used language in a way that it generates humour. Various 

kinds of wild animals like Asian lion, Bengal tiger, bear, and etc. Are introduced to 

the reader humorously. Much of the humour arises from the way language is used. 
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The poet is talking about a little boy who has lost his ball. He was playing with his 

ball. The ball skipped from his hand and went into the nearby water body. The poet 

says that this sight of the boy losing his favorite ball made him think about the boy 

and his reaction to this situation. He further says that the boy was helplessly looking 

into the water where his ball had gone. He was sad and was trembling with fear. He 

got so immersed in his sorrow that he kept standing near the harbor for a very long 

time and kept on looking for his ball. The poet says that he could console him that he 

may get new balls or he could also give him some money to buy another ball. But he 

stops himself from doing so because he thinks that the money may bring a new ball 

but will not bring the memories and feelings attached to the lost ball. He further says 

that the time has come for the boy to learn his responsibilities. 

Here the poet wants to say that now the boy will learn the toughest lesson of life. The 

lesson of accepting the harsh realities of life that one day we will lose our loved ones 

and our loved things. 
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GIST: 

This lesson is an excerpt from “Diary of a Young Girl” or “The Diary of Anne Frank”. It is an 

autobiography that was first published in 1947. In this, Anne expresses her thoughts in a 

diary which was gifted to her on her thirteenth birthday. She names the diary “kitty” which 

she considers as her only true friend. She mentions about her childhood, her family and a lot 

other things that she told no one else. 

 

CHARACTER SKETCH OF ANNE FRANK 

Anne Frank was born on 12th June 1929 in Frankfurt Germany. She was four years old 

when her father went to Holland to find a better place for them to live. She was very 

intelligent and always wanted to become a writer. 

She was a very good reader as well, she continued reading books, translated chapters, 

wrote down the vocabulary and worked hard on her skills. Like any child, she loved her 

parents but later grew a dislike towards her mother as she compared her to Margot. She was 

always jealous of her. She believed that time would come when the problems would be over. 

She felt lonely. Though she was amidst thirty people, she could hardly call anyone as her 

true friend. Anne died of typhus in the 

concentration camp at Berger-Belsen in late February or early March of 1945. 

 

Poem: AMANDA! 
GIST 

The Poem Amanda by ROBIN KLEIN depicts a child’s feelings about the restrictions the 

parents put on him/her. Children feel their parents don’t let them do many things they want to 

do. 

In the poem there is a girl named Amanda who feels her mother nags her too much. The 

mother scolds Amanda for biting her nails, hunching her shoulders, and not sitting straight. 

Amanda does not like it. 

On the contrary Amanda lives in her dream world. In her fantasy she feels like a mermaid 

swimming freely and joyously in the light green sea. The mother drags Amanda out of her 

dream by asking whether she has completed her homework or not. She also asks her 

whether she has tidied her room; she tells her to clean and polish her shoes. Amanda then 

daydreams of being an orphan roaming freely, barefoot in golden silence enjoying 

uninterrupted freedom. 

The mother instructs Amanda not to eat chocolates because of her acnes and pimples. She 

also scolds her for not looking at her when she is talking to her. 

Amanda is enjoying another dream; she fantasizes herself as Rapunzel living peacefully in 

her tower; she feels she will never let down her hair from the tower.Her mother again 

reprimands her for sulking and being moody. And the mother feels others will think that she 

is always pestering her. 
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