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GIST: 

 This story is about a thief who gets a taste of his own medicine. Horace Danby can be 

termed as a thief with a difference. He steals only once in a year. He is fond of books and 

spends 

most of his booty on buying books. He plans meticulously before attempting a burglary. 

During his burglary attempt at a big house, he gathers all the necessary information and 

enters the house for stealing from the safe. He is cheated by a lady thief, who claims herself 

to be the owner of the house. Finally, Horace ends up in prison only to repent at the way he 

was deceived by a person from his own profession. 

Main Characters of the Story- A Question of Trust 

Character Sketch 

1 Horace Danby:  

Horace Danby was about fifty years old and unmarried. Everyone thought him a good and 

honest citizen. He was otherwise very well and happy except for attacks of hay fever in 

summer. He made locks and was fairly successful at his business. Horace Danby was good 

and respectable but not completely honest. He used to rob a safe every year. He used to do 

so because he needed money to buy books. He had a passion for buying rare and costly 

books. He would rob only the rich person. He never hurt anyone and carried no weapon with 

him. He was not very aggressive and didn’t want to go to prison. 

2. The Lady in Red: 

 The lady in red is gifted with a rare personality. She is full of confidence. She acts like a 

perfect actress presenting herself as the lady of the house. Even the dog was rubbing 

against her in a friendly manner. In a very subtle way, she told Horace that she wanted to 

wear the jewels in the safe to a party that night. She made him open the safe without gloves. 

Horace willingly hands over the jewels and she decamps with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


