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GIST 

In this lesson, a young lawyer is made to serve summons instead of practicing law. He hates 

his job as sometimes he is beaten up while serving summons in the shadowy corners of the 

city. Once he is directed by the law firm to serve summons on a man called Bill. Bill, the hack 

driver, drives him in his horse-carriage around the village. He takes him to the people who 

know Lutkins, one by one in a quest of finding him. But no results to avail. He returns empty 

handed to the city. There, he is reprimanded by the chief of his firm and is sent back to New 

Mullion along with a person who has worked with Lutkins. After reaching at the New Mullion 

station, the lawyer came to know that the person, who drove him along the village, himself 

was the Lutkins. Mr. Oliver Lutkins, who lived in a village called New Mullion. The young 

lawyer goes to the village with some expectations of village life but he is disappointed. He 

meets a hack driver who is a very helpful man according to him. 

CHARACTER SKETCH 

’s place, what would have your reaction been towards Bill’s statements? 1 Oliver Lutkins: 

Oliver Lutkins is a crook who lives in the country town of New Mullion. Though he lives in a 

small town, he easily cheats the lawyer who comes to serve a summons on him. He 

pretends to be Bill Magnuson, the hack driver and manages to cheat the narrator of his 

money. He manages to convey the lawyer that it is very difficult to trace Lutkins. He takes 

the lawyer too many shops but does not allow the lawyer to directly talk with the people. 

Over a few hours, Bill takes the narrator all over the town where they keep missing Lutkins 

by small periods of time. He is also a friendly person. When the lawyer comes to New Multi 

on a second time, Lutkins invites the lawyer for a cup of coffee in his friend’s house. Bill 

painted Lutkins as a dishonest person. He owed money to a lot of people. He had a talent for 

dishonesty. Though he lived in a rural town, he managed to trick and mislead a lawyer 

belonging to the city. 

2. The Narrator: The narrator is a lawyer who hates city life. He thinks of pursuing a career 

in a small town. He goes to New Mullion to serve a summons on Oliver Lutkins. We find him 

gullible, and he is easily misled by Lutkins himself, who poses as the hack driver, Bill. Bill 

takes money from the lawyer and gives misleading information about Lutkins. He visits a 

number of places in New Mullion with Bill but is not able to meet Lutkins. Since he visited 

new Mullion for an important matter, he failed to be careful in carrying out his job. The 

narrator appears to be a novice and not a seasoned legal mind. He had a romantic view of 

country (rural) life but was easily conned by crooks in New Mullion. 

 

 

 


